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The Bulletin Board is an NGA membership benefit circulated to Local Associations and to Co-ordinators of Governor Services to update them on NGA’s work, consultations and developments in school governance.  

Please share this information widely, through your email contacts and at local meetings, to keep governing bodies better informed of, and more involved in, current activities and national issues.

FOR ACTION: NGA DATES FOR YOUR DIARY and NGA NEWS

TES/NGA Survey – please forward this link to as many governors as possible          The TES wants to hear from governors.  As we did two years ago, the NGA is working with the TES to survey governors. Some of the questions remain the same as in 2009, in order to see if attitudes have changed over the intervening period, but others have been updated to take into account the Coalition Government’s policies.  You do not have to be a member of NGA to complete the survey – so please encourage others to fill it.   If we have enough responses, it will provide useful data and we hope some much needed coverage of the issues facing our schools.  In 2009 we had 1407 respondents – it will be great to exceed that.  The TES/NGA survey can be found via the attached link – TES Governors' Survey
NGA Summer Policy Conference: This conference (free to members) will take place on Saturday, 18 June, at the Hilton Leeds City Hotel, Neville Street, Leeds LS1 4BX.  The conference will have a mixture of speakers and workshops – keynote speaker Andreas Schleicher of the OECD. There are very few places left – first come first served. For a programme and a booking form visit the NGA website via the attached link – http://www.nga.org.uk/events.aspx?cardid=137   Only a few places still remain.

NGA Annual General Meeting and Conference will be held on Saturday, 19 November 2011, at Jury’s Hotel, Birmingham.  Keynote speaker Steve Munby, Chief Executive of the National College.

NGA Board Elections 2011

Please note that, as usual, three General Director places on the NGA Board are up for election. Those elected will take up their office following the NGA AGM on 19 November 2011. All members of NGA are entitled to nominate or stand for election, provided that they are serving governors at the time of nomination and election. Nominations must be received at the NGA Office by 6.00 pm on July 31. For full details go to the NGA website – About us/NGA Board Elections 2011

North West Regional Director Election 2011

The term of office of the North West Regional Director will end in Autumn 2011. In accordance with changes agreed at the regional meeting on 4 April 2011, the election will be held by postal/electronic ballot. The North West Regional Director will take office following the NGA AGM on 19 November 2011. Nominations must be received at the NGA Office by 6.00 pm on July 31. Guidance and a nomination form can be downloaded from the NGA website - About us/NGA Regional Director Elections 2011.
NGA Associations Subscriptions ~ reminder

Association Membership invoices have been sent out. Subscriptions are payable from 1 April. Please let the Office know by email to membership@nga.org.uk or phoning 0121 237 3780 if you have not received an invoice or if there are any problems. Please note that an association cannot nominate a candidate for election or vote in the election unless it has paid its subscription.
NGA Special Schools Governors’ Forum

The Forum held its most recent meeting on 16 May.  Notes from the meeting will be posted on the dedicated section of the NGA website –http://www.nga.org.uk/SpecialSchoolsForum.aspx. 

** One of the workshops at the NGA Policy Conference will also focus on Special School Governance. Please encourage special schools that are members of your local association to register for the conference in order to attend the workshop.

DfE AND OTHER CENTRAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

1
The Education Bill 2011 and governing bodies

You may recall that the Education Bill contains a clause allowing maintained schools to change their size and composition. Just before the Bill finished its passage through the Commons, Schools’ Minister Nick Gibb wrote to Lib Dem MPs Dan Rogerson and Tessa Munt, explaining the Government’s intention to ensure that governing bodies who changed their constitution must retain one staff governor and a LA appointed governor. The letter can be seen via this link – Education Bill Clause 37 letter
Bill documents can be viewed via the link – http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/education/documents.html
2
Vetting and Barring Scheme

The Protections of Freedom Bill (PFB) had its first reading in Parliament on 11 February.

The Bill contains changes to the Vetting and Barring Scheme and will repeal many of the provisions relating to the Scheme contained in the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 (SVGA). The Bill is currently going through the Committee Stage in the House of Commons.
3
School Funding Consultations

The Department for Education (DfE) has recently concluded a short consultation about the high level principles that should inform changes to the way in which schools are funded.  A simultaneous consultation about possible changes to way in which Academies’ funding is calculated for 2012-2013 was also conducted.

The DfE will now consider responses, which will inform a more detailed consultation on school funding to be issued later this year (hopefully before the summer holidays).

The NGA will keep members informed of any further developments.

CONSULTATIONS: NEWS and ACTION   
1.
Support and Aspiration: A New Approach to Special Educational Needs and Disability

This Green Paper makes wide-ranging proposals, including: a new approach to identifying SEN; a new single assessment process and ‘Education, Health and Care Plan’ by 2014; and the option of a personal budget by 2014 for all families with children with a statement of SEN or a new ‘Education, Health and Care Plan’. It will also introduce a greater independence to the assessment of children’s needs.

The consultation can be found at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations/ 
Responses may be made online at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations/ or sent by email to: send.greenpaper@education.gsi.gov.uk or by post to Consultation Unit, DfE, Area 1C, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn WA7 2GJ

DfE deadline 30 June 2011

        Deadline for comment to NGA 12 June 2011
The NGA’s briefing paper on the SEN Green Paper can be found on the members’ area of the NGA website via the attached link - NGA SEN Green Paper Briefing.

2
Proposed changes to the performance management and capability arrangements for teachers

Teachers’ performance management arrangements and capability procedures were developed separately and this has created a complexity, overlap and duplication when reviewing and assessing performance. The consultation seeks views on its suggestion of a less bureaucratic system. The proposed changes will make it easier for schools to manage teachers and deal effectively with the small number of poorly performing teachers.
The consultation can be found at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations/ 
Responses may be made online at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations/ or sent by email to: TPR.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk or by post to: Teacher Performance and Regulation Team, DfE, Level 4, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT

DfE deadline 16 August 2011

          Deadline for comment to NGA 28 July 2011
3
Changes to the Admissions Framework

The Department for Education (DfE) intends to remove many of the unnecessary prescriptive burdens on schools and local authorities. This consultation seeks views on the changes to simplify Admissions Codes. The draft Codes are approximately one third of their original size and are much clearer in terms of what admission authorities must and must not do.
The consultation can be found at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations/ 
Responses may be made online at: www.education.gov.uk/consultations/ or sent by email to: admissions.consultation@education.gsi.gov.uk or by post to: Consultation Unit, DfE, Area 1C, Castle View House, East Lane, Runcorn WA7 2GJ

DfE deadline 19 August 2011

      Deadline for comment to NGA 1 August 2011
4
Feedback to the NGA

Many thanks to all those members who responded to the requests for examples of skills audits for governing bodies and comments on what is happening in local authorities in relation to school improvement, both issues continue to be live, so please keep the comments coming: emma.knights@nga.org.uk.  Or do let us have views on any other current issues, such as the proposed new School Admissions Code.
FOR INFORMATION

1
Key meetings attended by NGA in May

· ResPublica Policy Breakfast (4.05.11) with Nick Gibb MP, Schools’ Minister. 
· CRB Consultative Group (5.05.11) – The meeting discussed fees, Vetting and Barring Scheme update, performance and portability.
· SGOSS Consultative Group (10.05.11) – The group looked at SGOSS’s performance over the last year and its mission statement, vision and forward planning.
· NPQH Re-design (10.05.11) – The group continues to review the new NPQH.
· National Heads, Directors of Children’s Services and Governors (HEG) meeting (10.05.11) – HEG discussed funding, training for Chairs, diminishing careers’ service, E Bac, changes to teachers’ pensions and dispute resolution between head teachers and governors.
· YPLA / Northern Education / Schools NorthEast / NGA Seminars: (10.05.11 and 13.05.11) – The theme was ‘What has governance got to do with school improvement?’
· Consultation meeting with Ofsted on the new framework (12.05.11) with Patrick Leeson and Frank Norris. 
· School Funding Implementation Group (13.05.11) – SFIG continues its work on school funding.

· GovernorLine Management Board (16.05.11)
· Cornwall Governors’ Network conference (16.05.11)
· Reform roundtable on Improving England’s School system (17.05.11) – addressed by Michael Barber
· Education & Employment taskforce board meeting (18.05.11) – attended by Michael Gove MP, Secretary of State
· DfE Education Forum (18.05.11) – chaired in part by Nick Gibb
· Lancashire Association Governors’ Conference (21.05.11)
· All Party Governance Group Seminar, House of Commons (23.05.11) – This seminar explored the possibility of establishing a House of Commons All Party Governance Group. Clearly this would be a useful move.

2
Audit Commission ~ Better value for money in schools

The Audit Commission has produced four briefings to assist schools achieve better value for money across various areas of school operations.  The briefings cover:

· Classroom deployment 

· Curriculum breadth 

· Managing staff absence and cover

· The wider schools workforce 

The briefings can be downloaded via the attached link – Audit Commission - Better value for money in schools
3
School Governors’ One-Stop Shop (SGOSS)

The School Governors' One-Stop Shop is a charity dedicated to recruiting and placing school governors.  Its services are free to schools, LAs, volunteers and employers. If your school's governing body has vacancies, or is seeking a volunteer with particular skills, contact SGOSS on 0207 354 9805.

Visit the SGOSS website at: www.sgoss.org.uk    
4
SchoolsWorld ~ the new Teachers’ TV 
As indicated in the May Bulletin Board, Government funding for Teachers’ TV was withdrawn meaning that Teachers’ TV was ceasing. It was unclear what would happen to the archive of material. However, Ten Alps, the company largely responsible for Teachers’ TV, has negotiated a ‘non exclusive agreement’ with the DfE to broadcast the entire back-catalogue on a new website service, SchoolsWorld. The new service began on 11 May. More information can be found via this link – Schoolsworld.

5  
NGA Guides available to purchase
The NGA Guides, with information on legislation, are available to order from the NGA. These valued publications are purchased by over 50 local authorities as a credible source of information and guidance for governors. The publications are available at discounted rates for NGA members.  A pack containing one of each NGA Guides can be purchased for £25 by NGA members.

For further information, and to access the order form for the NGA Guides, visit the NGA website: NGA Guides 

6
Local Association websites
NGA is continually developing and improving our website and has introduced new regional pages. To provide useful information for NGA members, we have included a list of local associations, by region, that link through to local associations’ websites. Please view the web page: Local Association websites If there are any changes you wish to make, please contact Gillian Allcroft, at: gillian.allcroft@nga.org.uk. 

7
Regional stories needed

Have you held a successful event or do you want to share success stories on governance or your local association? We now have a regional page available in our membership magazine, Matters Arising, to enable you to communicate to a wider audience. If you have any story ideas, please contact editor@nga.org.uk
8
NGA Membership Benefits

Make sure your association is receiving all its benefits. Members of the executive committees of local associations are entitled to receive a copy of the NGA magazine, Matters Arising sent to their home address, to have access to the members’ only section of the NGA website and to have the e-newsletter sent direct to their email address. If you have not yet given us the names, addresses and email addresses of your executive members, or if these have changed, please send details to: membership@nga.org.uk
9
 Incentives for associations to encourage schools into NGA membership
Did you know that, if half of an association’s members join the NGA (as governing bodies), then the association itself does not have to pay any membership fee to NGA?  NGA has now extended this principle so that, if just one quarter of an association’s schools becomes members of the NGA, we will halve the association’s fee for the following year. In addition, an association’s members will also now be entitled to a £5 reduction on their school’s NGA membership fee, which means that, instead of £63 for standard governing body membership, the school would pay NGA £58.  If you are interested in promoting NGA membership to your schools, please e-mail governorhq@nga.org.uk
10
Our address details 

We have noticed that some of our members are still addressing post to our old office address. Please update your records to the following details:

National Governors’ Association, 

Ground Floor, 36 Great Charles Street, Birmingham B3 3JY.  

Tel: 0121 237 3780, fax: 0121 233 1323.


Page 1 of 6

[image: image1.jpg]